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E.O. 11652:GDS 

TAGS: BQG, PGOV 

SUBJECT: FRG MOVES RE FEDERAL PROSECUTION OF LORENZ 
KIDNAPERS 

REF: PARIS 23592; BONN 13241; BONN 13242; USBERLIN 2025 

1 . DEPT HAS CONSIDERED MAJOR STICKING POINT WITH FRENCH, 

I.E. APPOINTMENT OF OBERLE, CHIEF OF FEDERAL PROSECUTORS 
OFFICE IN BERLIN, TO HEAD PROSECUTION TEAM. IF FRENCH ARE 
DRIVING FOR OBERLE IN FACT TO DIRECT THE CONDUCT OF THE 
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PROSECUTION AND MAKE THE SUBSTANTIVE DECISIONS OF TRIAL 
STRATEGY WHICH MAY AFFECT THE OUTCOME, WE WOULD NOT BE 
WILLING TO JOIN FRENCH EFFORT TO PRESSURE FRG TO AGREE. TO 
DO SO. WE BELIEVE. WOULD DIRECTLY INVOLVE THE ALLIES IN 
THE PROSECUTION TO AN UNNECESSARY EXTENT. WOULD RECREATE 
FRICTION WITH THE FRG AT A TIME WHEN GERMAN OFFICIALS ARE 
TRYING TO BE HELPFUL, AND WOULD LEAD TO RECRIMINATIONS 
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AGAINST THE ALLIES SHOULD OBERLE BLUNDER. ON THE OTHER 
HAND, IF WHAT FRENCH ARE ARGUING FOR IS COSMETIC STEP 
NAMING OBERLE AS IN CHARGE OF PROSECUTION, BUT LEAVING IT 
TO THE GERMANS TO WORK OUT INTERNALLY HOW PROSECUTION 
DECISIONS ARE MADE AND WHO ACTUALLY ARGUES IN COURT, WE 
WOULD BE IN FAVOR UNLESS THE FRG CAN PERSUASIVELY 
DEMONSTRATE WHY THIS WOULD BE IMPRACTICAL. IT WOULD BE 

USEFUL IN THIS CONNECTION TO HAVE INDEPENDENT USBER 
ASSESSMENT OF OBERLE'S OWN CONFIDENCE AS EXPRESSED TO 
USBER OFFICER (USBER 2025) THAT HE IS IN FACT QUITE ABLE 
TO CONDUCT PROSECUTION. 

2. WITH THESE CONSIDERATIONS IN MIND, DEPT BELIEVES IT 
WOULD BE PREFERABLE TO DEFER US APPROACHES TO FRENCH 
UNTIL FRG HAS RESPONDED CONCERNING JUSTICE MINSTRY'S 
ATTITUDE ON POINT (A) (BONN 13241). 

3. DEPT APPROVES TEXT OF ALLIED STATEMENT PARA 2, BONN 
13242 (WITH DELETION OF REFERENCE TO BK/0(51)63), AND 

ITS USE AS AK PRESS STATEMENT. CHRISTOPHER 
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